Plague incidence in the city of HyderabadDeccan 1935 HyderabadDeccan -1936 HyderabadDeccan 1936 HyderabadDeccan -1937 HyderabadDeccan 1937 HyderabadDeccan -1938 HyderabadDeccan 1938 HyderabadDeccan -1939 Total Hajjamwadi and Dhedwadi. The high density of the rat population in these areas is due to the housing conditions of these localities. Houses, both on account of the nature of their construction, as well as the habits of the inmates, afford ample shelter and food for rats. [ Feb., 1940 All the rats trapped were autopsied but none of them showed any signs of plague in any form (acute, chronic, or resolving). Susceptibility of rats to plague infection As Rattus rattus formed the chief rat population of both Hyderabad and Nalgonda, it was decided to test these rats for their susceptibility or resistance to plague infection. This would also throw some light, it was thought, on whether severe continued infection for the last 29 years in Hyderabad has made any significant difference in the resistance of the rats of this place to plague infection as compared to that of the U. rattus from Nalgonda which has remained so far free from plague infection. Accordingly rats were collected from different localities of Hyderabad and Nalgonda so as to form a really representative sample of rats from these two places. They were quarantined for ten days in Hyderabad so as to exclude the chance of any naturally-infected plague rats being included among them. They were then taken to the Haffkine Institute, Bombay, by train in two different cages.
After allowing another week's rest in Bombay for these rats to overcome the effects of the journey, altogether 100 rats from Hyderabad and 90 rats from Nalgonda were inoculated with a test dose of plague bacilli. With each batch of these rats 10 R. rattus from Madras and with the second batch 10 R. rattus from Bombaywere also included as controls. The standard test dose used was the same as is used in the Haffkine Institute at present and described by Sokhey and Maurice (1935) and Sokliey (1936) .
The results of these tests were as follows (see also [Feb., 1940 however, was working with a mixture of rat-fleas which probably included all the three species common in India. Taylor and Chitre (1923) 
